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for young people to help create farmers mar-
kets in underserved areas, by using land
that’s out there in communities and towns
now to let people grow some food that can
either be consumed or sold.

Now, all these initiatives are good for our
seniors, our working families, our kids, and
our farmers. They will build a direct connec-
tion between people who grow food and peo-
ple who need it. They will take another step
toward ensuring that, in this land of plenty,
no child—no American—should go to bed
hungry.

That ought to be a national goal. It ought
to transcend political parties, race, age, and
region. But there are people in cities and lit-
tle country towns, on Indian reservations,
who are hungry. And I will say again: If we—
I know I have said this so many times about
so many of our problems, but if you take this
problem—if we cannot deal with this now,
when we have the strongest economy in our
history, the lowest unemployment rate in 30
years, the highest work force participation in
our history, and at least a manageable num-
ber of people struggling with this, when are
we ever going to deal with it?

So, at this Thanksgiving, we should all be
thankful for our blessings. We should all look
around at people who need help and try to
give them a little. But we ought to make a
commitment to deal with this systematically.
If Lynn can spend a lifetime dealing with
this, the rest of us ought to spend a year fix-
ing it so that she’ll have the resources she
needs to actually meet the problem that’s out
there. I hope these steps will help. I’m sure
they will, but there’s more to be done.

Thank you, and Happy Thanksgiving.

Republican Vice Presidential Candidate
Dick Cheney

Q. Any thoughts on Secretary Cheney?
The President. Just that I hope he’ll be

well and fine. I just found out right before
I came over here, and I’m going to go back
to the White House now to either call him
or write him a note. I hope he’s fine.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:22 p.m. at the
food bank’s warehouse. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Lynn Brantley, executive director, Cap-
ital Area Food Bank.

Videotape Remarks on the
Observance of Ramadan

November 22, 2000

It is a privilege to deliver again this year,
on behalf of the American people, a message
of friendship and respect to Muslims around
the world as they begin the sacred month
of Ramadan.

As America’s 6-million-member Muslim
community grows in numbers and promi-
nence, Americans of every religious tradition
are learning more about the origins and
meaning of Islam—that on ‘‘the Night of
Power,’’ the Angel Gabriel appeared to the
Prophet Muhammad and revealed to him the
first verses of the Koran; that the Koran de-
clares that Ramadan was the month Allah’s
words were sent down and so should be spent
in fasting.

The rigors undertaken by devout Muslims
inspire respect for Islam among people of
all faiths. And this can bring hope of greater
understanding for good will. It can overflow
old boundaries when wholehearted devotion
to one’s own faith is matched with a devout
respect for the faith of others.

That is why we welcome Islam in America.
It enriches our country with Islam’s teachings
of self-discipline, compassion, and commit-
ment to family. It deepens America’s respect
for Muslims here at home and around the
world, from Indonesia to Pakistan, the Mid-
dle East, and Africa.

We all had hoped that when this month’s
crescent Moon first appeared and the month
of Ramadan was announced, fasting would
begin in a time of peace. Yet, tragically, vio-
lence continues, and lives are being lost in
the land that is holy to Islam, Judaism, and
Christianity. For all Americans, these deaths
are a source of great sorrow. The Muslim
chaplain at Georgetown University, where I
attended college, has told me of a verse in
the Koran in which Allah tells us that He
created nations and tribes so we may know
one another, not so we might despise one
another.

As the fasting of Ramadan begins, I pray
people of all faiths may come to appreciate
this precious wisdom of the Koran. And when
next month’s Moon appears and the Muslim
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world celebrates Eid al-Fitr, we may also cel-
ebrate the revival of our hopes for peace
throughout the world.

Ramadan Kareem.

NOTE: The address was videotaped at approxi-
mately 11:15 a.m. in the Roosevelt Room for later
broadcast on the Department of State American
Embassy Television Network. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ad-
dress.

Statement on the Death
of David Hermelin
November 22, 2000

Hillary and I are deeply saddened to learn
of the death of our good friend Ambassador
David Hermelin.

All of us who knew David admired him
deeply for his remarkable combination of en-
ergy, wit, optimism, and commitment to fam-
ily, faith, and the common good. From the
businesses he built to the charities he sup-
ported to the causes he championed, David
demonstrated the qualities of active citizen-
ship which have made our country the great-
est democracy in history. He was a magnifi-
cent man. I will be forever grateful for his
friendship, support, and outstanding service
as our Ambassador to Norway. With char-
acteristic energy, he made impressive con-
tributions to U.S.-Norway relations, some-
thing I saw firsthand when he persuaded me
to make the first-ever visit to Norway by a
sitting U.S. President in November of 1999.
I will miss him very much.

Hillary and I extend our condolences to
his wife, Doreen, their children, and grand-
children.

Statement on Signing the District of
Columbia Appropriations Act, 2001
November 22, 2000

Today I am signing into law H.R. 5633,
the ‘‘District of Columbia Appropriations
Act, 2001.’’

I commend the House and Senate for
passing a version of the District of Columbia
appropriations bill that I can sign. I am
pleased that the Majority and Minority were

able to come together on this legislation
under the leadership of Representative Elea-
nor Holmes Norton, the District’s stalwart
champion. While I continue to object to the
riders in the enrolled bill, some of the most
highly objectionable provisions that would
have intruded upon D.C. citizens’ right to
make decisions about local matters have been
deleted or modified from previous versions
of the bill. This bill is a fair compromise.

I commend the Congress for providing vir-
tually all of the Federal funds I requested
for the District of Columbia. The bill in-
cludes essential funding for Courts, Correc-
tions, and the Offender Supervision Agency,
and for the tuition assistance program for
District of Columbia residents. The bill fully
funds the New York Avenue Metro station
and provides a start on funding for
brownfields remediation and economic de-
velopment in Anacostia.

I continue to object to remaining riders
that violate the principle of home rule, in-
cluding, but not limited to, provisions infring-
ing on voting rights, HIV/AIDS prevention,
abortion, implementation of the Domestic
Partners Act, special education, and the
Mayor’s personnel authorities.

The Act also includes troubling provisions
with regard to needle exchange programs in
the District. While I am pleased that it does
not prohibit private entities from using their
own funds for needle exchange programs, the
Act does retain a ban on local funds for that
purpose, an infringement of ‘‘home rule.’’
Even more objectionable is the language that
prohibits the exchange of needles in large
portions of the city. In the form in which
it passed the House, this language would
have had the practical effect of ending needle
exchange programs in the District of Colum-
bia. My Administration worked hard to re-
move this language from the final bill, and
we appreciate the work of the conferees to
make this provision less harmful and allow
for those conducting needle exchange pro-
grams to adapt and continue operation. How-
ever, even though the language has been im-
proved upon, these provisions are an en-
croachment on the District’s prerogatives,
create an unnecessary burden on the Dis-
trict, and could seriously disrupt current HIV
prevention efforts.


